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BOOK FOUR 


THE LAST COUNCIL 
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YOU PLAYING 
AGAINST? 


WE'RE ABOUT 
TO ENTER CIELIS 
AND You’VE BEEN 
"M SIMPLY SO QUIET. 
PREPARING. 


WAS 
STARTING 
To THINK 

SOMETHING 
WAS WRONG, 


| APPRECIATE 
YOUR CONCERN, 
EMILY. 


YOu SHOULD 
KNOW THAT UPON 
ENTERING CIELIS, 
YOu WILL No 
LONGER HEAR 
MY VOICE. 


THE CITY WAS BUILT BY 
THE EARLY STONEKEEPERS i 
To SILENCE THE VOICES WHEN YOU 
OF THE STONES. THERE IS : ENTER THE CITY, 
AN OLD MAGIC AT WORK YOU WILL BE 
IN THOSE WALLS. ON YOUR OWN. 


| DON‘T MEAN 
TO BE RUDE, 
BUT THAT SOUNDS 


YOU ARE VERY 
TALENTED, AND 


YOU HAVE STRONG 
INTUITION. 


BUT YOU WILL 
STILL NEED MY 
GUIDANCE IN 


WILL BE 
GONE SOON, 
SO! WILL LEAVE 
YOU WITH A 
WARNING. 


BEWARE 
THE HALL OF 
\. HUMBLE KINGS. 


PASS THROUGH 
TOTHEENDAND , 
ba THE GAME WILL 
BEGIN. 


WHAT IS THAT 
SUPPOSED To 
MEAN? 


WHAT WILL! wa" 
FIND AT THE © th 


IT'S BETTER 
THAT You DO 
NOT KNOW. 


WHY KEEP 
SECRETS FROM 
ME? 
"M YOUNG, BUT 
THAT DOESN‘T MEAN 
| DON'T KNOW WHAT 
M DOING. 


YOU ARE 
NOT READY. 


NOT YET. 
YOu WILL BE 
SOON. 


WHEN You 
BEGIN To REALIZE 
THE TRUE WEIGHT 

OF YOUR ACTIONS... 


-» TOU WILL AWAKEN 
To BECOME THE 
PERSON THIS WORLD 
NEEDS YOu To BE. 


GOOD LUCK, 
YOUNG MASTER. 


EVERYONE'S 
READY To GO 
NOW. 


YOu TOOK 
ANPP, 


AND | THINK 


YOU WERE HAVING 
A NIGHTMARE. 


SEEING CIELIS 
WILL HELP MAKE 
IT GO AWAY. 


WE'LL BE 
TAKING THE 
DROPSHIPS INTO 
THE CITY. YOUR FAMILY 
AND FRIENDS 
ARE ALREADY 
BOARDING. 


THEIR SHIP 
IS FULL, SO You 
WILL BE RIDING 


WATCH YOUR 
STEP. 


| DON’T 
TRUST THESE 1 STILL DON'T 
GuyS, MOM. SEE WHY THEY HAD 
TO TAKE TRELLIS AND 
LUGER PRISONER, , 


REASONS. 


THEY KNOW 
MORE THAN WE 
DO, NAVIN. 


YOUR MOM’S 
‘ RIGHT, KID. 


youpon't V 
kNoW SQUAT. 


AND LUGER ARE 
OUR FRIENDS! 


IF THERE’S ONE 
THING I'VE LEARNED 
IN MY LIFE, IT’S THAT 
YOu CAN NEVER TRUST 


ESPECIALLY IF 
THAT ELF IS THE 
ELF KING'S SON! 


THE OTHERS TELL DUNCAN THESE MEN 
ARE READY FOR WE'RE READY THEY TREAT YoU 
TRANSPORT, AS WELL. LIKE You’RE THEIR 
SIR, LEADER. 


MY FATHER 
WAS CAPTAIN 
OF THE CIELIS 
GUARD. | TOOK HIS 
PLACE WHEN 
He PASSED 
AWAY. 


AMBITION IS To 
BE ON THE 


COUNCIL. 
IT SHOULD 
BE YOUR GOAL, 
, Too. 


SOM THE 
CAPTAIN UNTIL 
THE COUNCIL 
DECIDES ON A 
REPLACEMENT. 


| HAVE To 
ADMIT THAT 
POLICE WORK 
NEVER REALLY 
SUITED ME. 


To HAVE THE 
ABILITY To MAKE 
A DIFFERENCE, 
OF COURSE. 


AND THE COUNCIL 
WILL DETERMINE WHO 
AMONG US DESERVES 
To HAVE IT. 


WILL THEY 
DECIDE? 


To PASS, 
ALL WE WILL 
NEED To Do 

IS SURVIVE. 
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ONLY STONE- 
KEEPERS AND 
THEIR FAMILIES 
ARE ALLOWED 


BUT | WAS 
ORDERED BY THE 
GUARDIAN COUNCIL 
TO DELIVER THE 
STONEKEEPER 
MYSELF. 


YOU ARE NOT 


AUTHORIZED To 
GO BEYOND THIS 


DO You HAVE 
PAPERWORK? 


wel SPEAK To YouR 
SUPERIOR! 


YOu’RE 
WHAT ARE 1 RELIEVED oF 
WE SUPPOSED YOUR DUTIES. 
TODO, THEN? = WAT 
HAPPENS To JUST ENJOY 
a S : YOUR TIME IN 
CIELIS. 


1 SUGGEST 
BEGINNING BY 
TAKING A WALK. 


WHAT? 
THAT SOUNDS 


HEY, Look, 


SOMETHING 
WRONG WITH 
THIS PICTURE, 

ENZO. 


SOMETHING'S 
AMISS. 


NOW SHOW 
US WHERE To 


FIND SOME GOOD 


FOOD AROUND 


THOSE YAHOOS 
WON'T RUIN MY 
TIME HERE. 


AND NEITHER 
WILL You. 


ASKING THE 
WRONG QUESTIONS 
CAN GET YOu IN 
TROUBLE AROUND 
HERE. 


NOTICE 
WE'RE NO LONGER 
FOLLOWING 
THE OTHERS. 


WHERE ARE a\, S 


1 SUGGEST You 
JUST STAY QUIET 
AND DO AS 
You’RE TOLD. 


You CAN 
SAVE YOURSELF 
AND THE OLD MAN 
FROM A LOT OF 
PAIN. 


BY WELCOME 
TO YARBORO 


ALITTLE BIRD 
TOLD ME THAT You 
ARE THE SON OF 
THE DEVIL HIMSELF. 


WHEN | HEARD 
THAT THE ELF KING 
WAS YOUR FATHER, 

| ASKED To BE IN 
CHARGE OF You, 
PERSONALLY. 


NOW, YOU SHOULD AND I’M THE 
KNOW THAT MY FAMILY KIND OF MAN 
WAS KILLED BY YouR WHO DOESN‘T 
PEOPLE BACK IN FORGET THINGS 
TOO EASILY. 


AS You CAN 
SEE, WE HAVE THE 
FINEST JAILHOUSE 

FACILITIES IN 

THE SKIES. 


THIS IS CELL 
BLOCK FOUR, AN AREA 
RESERVED FOR OUR 
FOREIGN GUESTS. 


DON’T WANT 
ANY TROUBLE, 


a eteebty ~ — UNDERSTAND? 
PLANS To PUT \ 
‘1OU TWO ON at IF | FIND 
TRIAL FOR WAR Ke ANY EXCUSE 
CRIMES. a L7)\ To come IN HERE 
. AND REGULATE, 


you’. BE 
STAYING INHERE 
UNTIL YOU ARE 
SUMMONED. 


MY STONE To 
BREAK US OUT. 


1 SUPPOSE 
ALL WE CAN D0 
NOW IS WAIT UNTIL 
THE ELF KING FINDS 
US IN HERE AND 
KILLS US. 


WE MAY NOT 
HAVE VERY 
LONG To WAIT. 


EVERYONE 
HERE IS STRICKEN 
BY FEAR. THEY'RE 

CRIPPLED BY IT. 


WHAT DO 
You MEAN? 


YOU DON'T 
SMELL ITe 


THIS PLACE 
IS ALREADY 
COMPROMISED. 


THE CITY WILL 
FALL EVEN BEFORE 
THE KING ARRIVES. 


YOUR DAUGHTER 
IS BEING GIVEN 
THE OPPORTUNITY 
OF A LIFETIME, 
MRS. HAYES. 


VERY FEW STONE- 
| KEEPERS ARE GIVEN 
THIS CHANCE. 


| HATE To SOUND 
IGNORANT, BUT WHAT 
EXACTLY IS THIS “CHANCE” 
THAT'S BEING PRESENTED 
To EMILY? 


IF SHE IS IN 
FACT WHO THE 
COUNCIL HAS BEEN 
LOOKING FOR, 


THEN SHE MIGHT 
JUST HELP US SAVE 
THE WORLD. 


30 


ITIS | Ny 
WHERE THE \ 
MOST POWERFUL 
STONEKEEPERS 
IN HISTORY HELD 
COURT. 


AND NOW WE'LL 
HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY 
To JOIN THEIR 


IS THIS THE 
GUARDIAN COUNCIL'S 
CHAMBER? 


How 00! 
GET INSIDE? 


WE NEED To 
SPEAK WITH 
THEM. 


'M SORRY, 
EMILY. 


THAT'S NOT 
HOW THINGS 
WORK AROUND 


HERE. You CANT 


SIMPLY GO AND 
BOTHER THEM 
UNANNOUNCED. 


WE DON’T 
HAVE TIME FOR 
THIS, MAX! 


WE NEED To 
TELL THEM ABOUT 
THE ELF KING 
BEFORE IT’S Too 

LATE! 


AND YOu 


= tie HAVE YOUR 
DON’T THINK THEY fo | es AUDIENCE 
\ ALREADY KNOW? 


WITH THEM. 
THE GUARDIAN 


COUNCIL KNOWS 


BUT You 
EVERYTHING. 


MUST BE 
PATIENT. 


NOW 
FoLLow 
Me. I'LL SHOW E 
YouTo your | FI 
NEWLIING J 


THIS MUST 
BE A MISTAKE. 


THIS PLACE 
IS JUST 0... 
SO FANCY. 


| ASSURE 
YOU THIS IS 


YOUR DAUGHTER 
IS ALREADY HELD IN 


WHERE ELSE 
CAN WE GO, 
NAVIN? — THESE PEOPLE 
ARE SUPPOSED 
To BE THE ONLY 
ONES WHO CAN 
HELP US. 


7 r | an T 
Se AN [ | Fay 
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VY ee ey) 


ay 


| ALWAYS 
THOUGHT WE 
WERE ON OUR 
OWN. 


<a 


YOu MAY NOT 
BELIEVE ME, BUT 
1 CAN UNDERSTAND 
YOUR HESITATION. 


| WANT To 
ASSURE YOU THAT 


HAVE DONE HAS BEEN 
FOR YOUR BENEFIT. 


YOUR FRIENDS 
WERE TAKEN 
ASIDE To ALLOW —- THEY ARE 
YOU TO FOCUS. QUITE SAFE, 
AND ARE BEING 
TREATED AS 
GUESTS. 


TOMORROW 
WILL BE YouR 
FIRST DAY INTHE THE COUNCIL 
ACADEMY. 1S VERY EXCITED 
To SEE HOW You 
PERFORM IN THE 


WE CAME HERE 
To ASK THE COUNCIL 
FOR HELP. 


| DIDN‘T COME 
HERE To JOIN 
THEM, MAX. 


BY 


YOu NEED To 
BEGIN TAKING THIS | AND ONLY THE 
OPPORTUNITY A LITTLE ‘ STRONGEST WILL 
MORE SERIOUSLY, EARN THE RIGHT 
TO LEAD OUR ARMY 
AGAINST THE ELF 


ITIS YOUR 
DUTY To HELP 
THESE TESTS NE TD Pe Ee 
DETERMINE WHO 70U CAN. 
AMONG, US ARE 
THE STRONGEST 
STONEKEEPERS. 


NOW, MAKE 
SURE You GET 
PLENTY OF REST 
TONIGHT. 


3S 


HAVE A 
GOOD EVENING, 
MRS. HAYES. 


\ | \ | ll 
y : Cl 
\ — 


EVER SINCE 

WE ENTERED THE 
ACADEMY GROUNDS, 
THE STONE’S POWER 
HAS FELT So WEAK. 


SOMETHING HERE 
IS AFFECTING IT. 


NAVIN’S 
RIGHT, 
MOM. 


3B? 


BUT, MOM, 

I'M GETTING A 
BAD TINGLY FEELING 
ABOUT THIS PLACE. 
WE SHOULD GO. 


YOU SHOULD 
AT LEAST TRY 
TO APPLY YOURSELF 
HERE AND NOT BE 
S0 Quick To 
JUDGE. 


7 THEELF KING IS 
THE ONLY WAY 

WE'RE GOING To 
MAKE OUR WAY 
HOME, RIGHT? 
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WELL, THESE 
PEOPLE SEEM LIKE 
THEY COULD BE 
VERY POWERFUL 
ALLIES. 


YOu CAN 
DEFINITELY 
USE THEIR 
HELP. 


AS YOU GROW UP, 
YOU'RE GOING TO LEARN 
THAT ALMOST EVERYWHERE 
YOU GO, YOU'RE GOING To 
FIND “SOMETHING WRONG” 
WITH THE PLACE. fr 


THATS Just Yo 
THE WAY LIFES. 


YOU JUST HAVE - 


To BE WILLING To 

FOLLOW THEIR SYSTEM 
AND DO WHAT You CAN 
To MAKE THINGS RIGHT. 


AS LONG AS 

YOU'RE DOING WHAT'S \ — 

| RIGHT, THINGS SHOULD 

“\ WORK THEMSELVES 
OUT. fai 


AND You 
MIGHT EVEN 
HELP THE PEOPLE 


AROUND YOU 
ALONG THE WAY. 


CONSIDERING 

OUR SITUATION, 
DON'T THINK | 

\ HAVE MUCH OF A 
\. CHOKE, MoM. 


WE'LLBE \ 
FINE AS LONG 
AS WE STAY 
TOGETHER. 
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WELL, THIS 
IS PRETTY 
DISAPPOINTING. 


THE PLACE IS 
LIKE A GHOST 


STRANGELY 


QUIET NOW. 


THIS USED 


TO BE ONE OF 
THE BUSIEST 


SOMETHING 


TOEAT. =I 
ma FAMISHED. 


ABIT RUN-DOWN, 
BUT IT'LL HAVE 
To 00. 


FRIENDLY 
CROWD. 


THE SIGN 
SAID YOU 
WERE OPEN. 


THIS PLACE 
IS CLOSED -- 


|DIDN'‘T WANT 
YOURROTTEN [a 
FOOD, ANYWAY! 


THE FOOD 
ACTUALLY SMELLED 
PRETTY GOOD. 


IT SMELLS 
HORRIBLE } 
IN HERE! ? | 


ye 


IT ISN‘T LIKE 
THE PEOPLE 
OF CIELIS To 
BEHAVE THIS 
WAY. 


SOMETHING 


IS WRONG, 


1 CAN'T 
BELIEVE | WAS 
NAIVE ENOUGH To 


| THINK LIFE. COULD 


BE BETTER 


7 AS LONG AS 
WE LOOK DIFFERENT, \) 
THINGS AREN'T GOING |) )e 
e To CHANGE. a 


- | i 
cel 


ge LOOKING FOR 
\ APLACE TO 
EAT. 


AND MAYBE 
SOME FOOD? 


SOMETHING MAYBE 
STRANGE IS THIS GIRL CAN 
GOING ON PROVIDE US WITH 


ANSWERS. 
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LOOKS LIKE 
BUSINESS IS 
SLOW IN THIS 


MOM? 


IBROUGHT 
( — YOUSOME 
P\ CUSTOMERS. 


CAN | TALK 
To YOU IN 
PRIVATE? 


WE'RE NOT 
WELCOME 
HERE, EITHER. 


I'M So 
HUNGRY | 


YOU CAN DENY 
| DON'T BELIEVE IT ALL You WANT, 
THE PROBLEM HERE CHIEF. 
IS WHAT You THINK BUT YOU 


WHAT DID 
| TELL You 
ABOUT BRINGING 
STRANGERS 


IF WE COULD 
JUST BOTHER 
YOU FOR ABIT OF 
FOOD, WE CAN BE )) 
OUT OF YouR 
HAIRINNO 4 


Yo 


YOUNEED To \ 
LEAVE HERE FOR 
YOUR OWN 
SAFETY. 


IF YOu STAY, 
THEY WILL Lock 
YOU UP AND KILL 

YOu LIKE THE 


WHO WILL 
LOCK US UP? 


THE GUARDIAN 
COUNCIL. 


HOW MANY 
YEARS AGO? 


THE COUNCIL 
ISNO LONGER Es 
WHAT IT ONCE 

WAS. 


vy) 


THEY WERE THE 
ONES WHO SENT 
ME ON THIS 
MISSION. 


BUT, DAD, 
THE COUNCIL 
ISN’T REAL. 


THEY'RE GHOSTS, 
JUST LIKE THE ONES 
THAT HAUNT THE 


Y THESE Ghosts im 
m1 YOURE TALKING | 
ABOUT, KID? 


AFEW AND WHAT 
YEARS AGO, | SAW MAKES You 
A GROUP OF PEOPLE BELIEVE THEY'RE 
| RECOGNIZED, BUT GHOSTS? 
THEY ACTED LIKE 
STRANGERS. 


THEY TooK 
OVER THE CITY 
INA MATTER 
OF DAYS. 


BUT THESE 
PEOPLE -- 


vars ¥ \ { 
ICANT 
eaecr | . \ NS JUST BOTTLE 


WHAT WE TALKED 
ABOUT? 


4S 


My PARENTS F pail 


ARE AFRAID 
BECAUSE THEY 
KNOW WE'RE 
ALWAYS BEING 
WATCHED! 


BUT | DON'T 
CARE! 


IS, WE CAME 


i SORRY To 
ree { DISAPPOINT } 


You. 


AND YOu’RE 


SOMEPLACE 
WE CAN HIDE? 


THERE'S NO 
USE HIDING 
HERE. 


Y THEGUARD 
{WIL FIND THEM 
QUICKLY. 


THEY CAN 
ESCAPE THROUGH 
THE KITCHEN. 


THE GUARD 
IS GOING To 
TRY AND TAKE 


SO 1 WANT 
YOu To GO 
WITH YOUR 


WHAT ABOUT 
YOu AND MOM? 


Y WECAN 
STAY HERE 
AND DISTRACT 


so 


ALY’S INSTINCTS 
HAVE RARELY BEEN 


WRONG, WHATICAN JAW 
\ 


S01 HOPE 
SHE'S RIGHT 
| AND YOU MANAGE 
ToHELPuS jy 


Do. 


{ (MRIGHT 
BEHIND Ou, 
REDBEARD! 


4 | KNEW COLE 
__ | DUNCAN FORMOST J 
> OF MY LIFE. 


HE WAS A GOOD 
FRIEND AND HE 
DIED A PROUD 
SOLDIER. 


IDON'T KNOW \ 4 
WHO OR WHAT 
YOu ARE, BUT You 
ARE NOT OFFICER 


COLE DUNCAN. 


UNDER ARREST 
FOR CONSPIRING 
AGAINST THE 
COUNCIL. 


Buy ME 
MORE TIME, 
DUNCAN. 


| NEED 
SOME MORE 
TIME. 


BEFORE WE 


GO ANY FURTHER, | 


| NEED YOu To 
SHOW US THE 
WAY To THE 


THE PRISON’S 
WHAT YOU'RE 
TRYING To 
AVoID! 


WHY WOULD 
YOU WANT To 


WE'RE GOING 
TO NEED A 
LITTLE HELP 
FROM OUR 
FRIENDS. 


= BUT IT WAS 
THISISALL YG YOUR IDEA To TIE 
YOUR FAULT, “|* US TOGETHER! 


saa YOu SHOULD 
! HAVE TIED 
YOURSELF To 
THE SHIP! 


WATER UNDER 
—_ ~— ae : THE BRIDGE, 
YOURETHE = \. F.C MISKIT. 
ONEWHOGOT ax ipee Qos 
—\ CAUGHT BY THE 


IWAS JUST 
AN UNWHTING  } 
PASSENGER. 


$% 


HE’S LOOKING 

AT ME FUNNY. 

WHAT DOES HE HE MUST 
THINK YOU'RE 
HIS MOTHER. 


YOU DON'T 
WANT ME To BE 
YOUR MOM. 


LISTEN To 


You HAVE 
NO IDEA WHAT 
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IF YOu DON'T, 
THESE PEOPLE 
ARE GOING To 

EAT YOu, 
UNDERSTAND? 


bd 


YOUR LUNCH, 
BARBARIANS! 


| DON’T THINK 
THEY WERE AFTER 
THE WYVERN, 


HEY, YOURE 
NOTEXACTLYA \\ 


WELL, 


YOU BoYS 
LOOK HARMLESS 
ENOUGH. 


JUST MAKE 
YOURSELVES 
COMFORTABLE 
AND HOLD ON To 
SOMETHING. 


| BUDDY DECIDED 
To FOLLOW US. 


bb 


WHAT ARE 
©) YOuUDOING, 


WELCOME 
BACK HOME, 
SiR! 


ay LOAD UP THEIR 
WE HAVE A ‘ MEMORY WITH 


COUPLE OF gi A CLEANING 
PROGRAM. 


NOBODY'S LOADING 
ANYTHING INTO 
OUR BRAINS! 


& AND IT WAS 
P| DON’T WORRY, WRITTEN BY 
: MY FRIEND. 11°, A. GOOD YOURMASTER | 
PROGRAM. IT WILL 
LET You KNOW WHAT 
NEEDS To GET DONE 
AROUND HERE. 


CECIL, REFUEL 
THE SHIP AND SHOW 


OUR NEW FRIENDS To 


“4 LOOK, KID,| aaa 
| 7 KNow 17S DiFFiCuLT \aaae 

I'M GOING To GIVE 
YOU SOMETHING To 
REMEMBER ME BY. 


HERE. 
TAKE THIS 
STICK. 


GOOD Luck \ 
WITH YouR | 
LIFE! 


V2 


PLEASE MAKE 
YOURSELVES 
AT HOME. 


YOu DON’T 
UNDERSTAND. 


WE'RE ON AN 
IMPORTANT MISSION 
AND OUR FRIENDS 
NEED OUR HELP. 


IF YOUR MISSION 
IS SO IMPORTANT, 
YOU SHOULD SIT DOWN 
AND REFLECT ON WHAT 
YOU ARE ABOUT To DO. 


LET'S GET Wien 4 
OUT oF HERE, ) 
MISKIT. J. 


WE'RE WASTING | 
OUR TIME.) 


—— 
~~ 


4 


2); 
—= \ m' s —— 
wW | 
q 
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You’RE 
STONEKEEPER! 


— : 


§ 
| 


LN 


YOU MENTIONED 
SILAS. 


HOW DID You 


WE SERVED 
TOGETHER ON 
THE GUARDIAN 

COUNCIL. 


IT'SA 
TRANSMITTER. 
DESIGNED To 
LOCATE HIS 
CREATIONS. 


ween THIS IS HOW 


| FOUND CECIL. 


THE DEVICE SAT 
QUIETLY FOR YEARS 
BEFORE IT BEGAN 
TRANSMITTING 
ANOTHERSIGNAL. — aNp THAT'S 
HOW | FOUND 


| NEVER GOT 
TO ASK SILAS WHY 
HE GAVE ME THIS 
TRANSMITTER. 
IT WAS LONG 
AFTER OUR TIME ON 
THE COUNCIL WHEN | 
LEARNED WHAT IT 
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SILAS SAID HE 
WAS EXILED FROM 
CIELIS FOR TELLING 
THE TRUTH. 


| WASN'T 
BOOTED 
QUT. 


You MUST 
WP) UNDERSTAND 
As SILAS WAS [i 


AN ODD MAN. £ 


HE SPOKE HIS 
MIND FREELY, AND IT 


BUT WHAT WOULD 
T 
NOES CCUN. PROMPT THE COUNCIL 


To EXILE HIMe 


VOTED OFF THE 
COUNCIL. 


HE WANTED 
TO DESTROY THE 
MOTHER STONE. 


THE MOTHER 
STONE? 


ALL OF THESE 
COME FROM. 


OUR STONE- 
KEEPER POWERS 
ORIGINATED FROM 
A SINGLE SouRCe. 


.» THAT WAS 
DISCOVERED BY 
THE EARLY SETTLERS 
OF THIS PLANET. 
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REALIZING THAT THE MOTHER STONE 
CONTAINED TREMENDOUS ENERGY, THE 
SETTLERS BURIED IT DEEP BENEATH: 

THEIR FIRST CITY... 7 


ne ..CIELIS, THE ANCIENT CAPITAL OF WINDSOR. 


THE ORIGINAL GUARDIAN COUNCIL WAS 
CREATED TO GOVERN USE OF THE 
MOTHER STONE. SMALL BITS OF THE 
POWERFUL GEM WERE CUT AND PRO- 
VIDED To THE EARLY SETTLERS OF 
ALLEDIA To HELP THEM DEVELOP OUR 
WORLD. 


CENTURIES PASSED, AND HUNDREDS OF 
STONEKEEPERS WERE BORN. WITH THEIR 
POWERS THEY BUILT THE FOUNDATION 
FOR THE GREAT NATIONS OF ALLEDIA, 
AND ACCELERATED THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF CITIES ACROSS THE GLOBE. 


OF COURSE, MORE THAN A FEW 
STONEKEEPERS ABUSED THE IMMENSE 
POWER THAT THE STONES PROVIDED 
THEM, AND WAGED WAR ON OTHER 
STONEKEEPERS FOR CONTROL OF THE 
NATIONS. MANY STONEKEEPERS PER- 
ISHED IN THESE BATTLES, AND THEIR 
STONES PERISHED WITH THEM. 


_ BY THE TIME | HAD JOINED THE COUNCIL, 
ONLY A SMALL SHARD OF THE STONE 
REMAINED. IT WAS DECIDED THAT CuT- 
TING THE FINAL PIECE WOULD ONLY BE 
CONSIDERED IF THE COUNCIL NEEDED To 


~ “CALL ON ITS POWERS To HELP DEFEND 


CIELIS AND THE NATION OF WINDSOR. IT 


WAS CONSIDERED A LAST RESORT. 


YOUR MASTER SILAS FELT THAT IF 
WE WERE NOT GOING To USE THE 
STONE IMMEDIATELY, WE SHOULD 
DESTROY IT BEFORE IT FELL INTO 
THE WRONG HANDS. 


TO TREAT IT AS AN INSURANCE 
POLICY, HE REASONED, WAS A 
DANGEROUS MISTAKE. 


HE CRITICIZED THE COUNCIL 
FOR MAKING DECISIONS 
BASED ON ITS FEARS, AND 
HE BELIEVED THAT IF WE 
CONTINUED DOWN THIS 
PATH, WE WOULD SEE OUR 
FEARS REALIZED. 


AT THE TIME, | WAS 
THE YOUNGEST MEMBER 
OF THE COUNCIL. 


AND DUE To MY 
INEXPERIENCE, | MADE 
SOME DECISIONS THAT | 
WOULD REGRET FOR THE 
REST OF MY LIFE. 


THE FIRST SUCH DECISION WAS To VOTE IN 
FAVOR OF REMOVING SILAS FROM THE COUNCIL. 


SHORTLY THEREAFTER, THE ELVES 
UNLEASHED A DEVASTATING ATTACK ON 
CIELIS AND FORCED THE COUNCIL To HIDE 
THE CITY IN THE CLOUDS. 


AND THEN | 
BEGAN To SEE 
WHAT SILAS SAW. 


EVERY MOVE WAS 
MOTIVATED BY FEAR 
AND | WAS JUST TOO 

YOUNG To NOTICE 


/ | COULD NO 
LONGER BE A PART 


SO | TENDERED 
MY RESIGNATION. 


$Z 


| BEGAN To = ) 
WORK OUTSIDE — DY) / HE WAS EAGER 
THE SYSTEM. D> Ni | TOFIGHT, Sue 
= Lt) SET OUT To TAKE 
| PASSED THE es /:) ON THE ELF KING. 
STONE DOWN To MY \ / 
SON, AND | TRAINED 
HIM To BECOME A 


OW \ GETTERSTONEKEEPER 
= THANTEVER WAS. 


AND WHAT 
HAPPENED? 


THAT'S A STORY 
FOR ANOTHER 
TIME. 


‘YOu'RE WELCOME 
To STAY HERE AS 
LONG AS You’D 


BS 


BUT IF YOu 
WOULD PREFER 
To LEAVE, WE CAN 
PROVIDE YOU WITH 


HAPPENED To 
HIS SON? 


GREAT! 
WHERE ARE 
THE PADDLES? 


HE WAS KILLED VIGO HASN'T 
AND THE STONE BEEN THE 
RETURNED To SAME SINCE. 


HEY, CHIEF! 
WHERE ARE 
YOU GOING? 


YOu’RE NOT 
GOING To GIVE 
uP, ARE You? 


WELL, IF You 
WANT To JOIN OUR 
CREW, You’LL HAVE 

TO TOUGHEN UP. 


YOu CAN START 

BY WIPING THAT 

GOOFY GRIN OFF 
YOUR FACE. 


To SPEAK HURRY UP, OR 
WITH VIGO. WE LOSE THE 
SUN! 
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YOu SHOULD 
KNOW THAT 
MASTER SILAS 
\S DEAD. 


"M SORRY 
To HEAR 


KILLED BY 
THE ELVES? 


You SHOULD SHE’S SEARCHING 
ALSO KNOW THAT FOR CIELIS AND THE 
HE PASGED HIS POWER GUARDIAN COUNCIL. 
DOWN TO HIS GREAT- ies bosiene 
SRANEEAMGRITER: | FOR OTHER STONE- 
KEEPERS LIKE YOU. 


HER NAME IS 
EMILY HAYES, 
AND SHE COULD 
USEYOURHELP £ 
RIGHT NOW. Ass 


| JUST WANTED You 
TO KNOW THAT THERE 
ARE STILL PEOPLE OUT 
THERE FIGHTING FOR THE 
SAME THINGS YOU AND 
SILAS BELIEVED IN. 


EVEN IF 


You SHOULD 
lees ame LEAVE NoW, 


BEFORE IT 
GETS DARK. 


ALTHOUGH 
\'M PRETTY SURE 
HE HAS NO IDEA 
WHAT HE’S GETTING 
HIMSELF INTo. 


a? 


THESHIP 
IS FUELED AND 
THE SUPPLIES 
ARE LOADED. 


I THINK IT’S. THIS IS WHAT | 
HIGH TIME You 5 GET FOR LISTENING 
GOT BACK INTHE fF TO THE ToyS oF A 


GAME, SIR. MADMAN. 


| THINK 
"LL NAME 
HIM DAGNO. 


IT’S THE Dees 
NAME SILAS cine DAGNO To 
WAS GOING To | you 
GIVE HIS NEXT 
ROBOT. 


THERE HAS To 
BE ABETTER 
WAY To DO 
THIS. 


YOU COULD 
USE A LIFT. 


CIELIS HAS 
BEEN LOST FOR YEARS, 
AND NO ONE SEEMS To 
KNOW IF IT STILL 
EXISTS. 


MY STONE 
WILL GUIDE 
US THERE. 


THE PATH To 
THE CITY IS OPEN 
To ALL MEMBERS 
OF THE GUARDIAN 

COUNCIL, PAST 
AND PRESENT. 


S0 LONG AS 
YOU'RE WILLING ¥ 
To ENTER THE EYE 
OF THE STORM. 


How D0 
YOU INTEND 
TO FIND IT? 


a WHAT HAVE \ | 
‘ You DONE WITH 1 
2. MY FAMILY?l? 
\ ee = f | 
y \ Sree / , 


} iN | 
le 


4 y 
a 
You HAVE 
BEEN SUMMONED 


\ 
\ 
. BY THE COUNCIL. 


YOUR UNIFORM 
ISON YOUR BED. 


PLEASE GET 
DRESSED. 


YOU ASKED 
To SEE THE 
GUARDIAN 
COUNCIL. 


NoW YOu 


WELCOME 
To THE GARDEN 
OF THE KEEPERS. 


THIS WILL 
BE THE NEXUS 


FOR THE COUNCIL'S 
SERIES OF TESTS. 


You WILL 
MEET YOUR 
FELLOW STUDENTS 
HERE. 


THE COUNCIL 
WILL BE WITH} 
YOU SHORTLY. 


SUCH 


STRANGE 
STATUES. 


MAX, WHAT 
IS GOING ON 
HERE? 


WHERE DID 
THEY TAKE 
MY FAMILY? 


FOR LYING 


To you. 


JUST LIKE 
HE LIED To 
US. 


YOU INTO A 
TRAP. 


PROMISED ME 
NO ONE WOULD 
GET HURT! 


THEY'RE 
THE ONES 
WHO LIED! 


| SHOULD << ——: You DON’T 
SERIOUSLY KILL JE S WANT BLOOD 
YOURIGHT NOW, ane Mal ON Your HANDS, 

GRIFFIN! /\ 3 Pwr COPIER. 


, LEAVE WR 
DA HIM ALONE. GS 


/ YOUKNOW 
THIS CREEP 
ge \ DESERVES IT, 
SS RONIN! 


SHOULD LET THE 
VOID DETERMINE 
HIS FATE. 


You’RE GONNA 
GET WHAT You 


AND YOU 
MUST BE THE 
NEW KID. 
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MY NAME 
IS RONIN. 


AND THIS 
IS PIERCE. 


WHAT DID MAX 
TELL You? 


THAT YOU'RE 
THE “CHOSEN ONE” 
HERE To SAVE 
CIELIS? 


‘CAUSE THAT'S 
WHAT HE TOLD 
THE REST OF US. 


AND DID HE YOu DON’T JUST 
TELL You ABOUT GET To WALK OUT 
THE CONSEQUENCES oF HERE, EMILY. 
FOR FAILING THESE STONEKEEPERS 
TEST>'¢ Za ARE BROUGHT 
HERE To DIE. 


HE TOLD 
ME | WOULD 
BE TESTED. 


STOP 
SCARING HER, 
PIERCE. 


\'M NOT 

SCARED. HOW MANY 
STONEKEEPERS 
ARE HERE WITH 


| WANT use 


To KNow 
EVERYTHING. 


WHEN THE 
TESTS BEGAN, 
THERE WERE AT 
LEAST THIRTY 
KEEPERS. 


NOW THERE 
ARE ONLY A 
SMALL HANDFUL 


DID You 
NOTICE THE 
PRETTY 
STATUES? 


WHEN YOU 
DIE IN THE 
VOID, YOu 
GET TURNED 
To STONE. 


THE TESTS 
ARE ABOUT 
To BEGIN. 


WE NEED 
To MEET IN 
THE CENTER. 


THE VOID ISA THIS WEEK'S 
SIMULATION. TESTS ARE To 
IT'S A VIRTUAL BETHEFINAL WHOEVER 
SPACE WHERE THE ONES. SURVIVES THEM 
COUNCIL SENDS US WILL JOIN THE 
To BE TESTED. 4 COUNCIL. 


PIERCE! 


GLAD To 
SEE You’RE 
STILL WITH 

us! 


| FIGURED 
LooK WHO'S \ = YOU GUYS WERE 
STILL HERE. /f eS 


SORRY YOUR 
BUDDY BIT THE 
DUST, PIERCE. 


BUT HE WASN'T — Amare 
STRONG ENOUGH : NN] acer 
TO BE HERE To hs FRIEND. 
BEGIN WITH. | | 


WHAT PART 
OF “SURVIVAL 
OF THE FITTEST” 
Do You NOT 
UNDERSTAND? 


|HOPE YOU 
REALIZE I’M NOT 
GOING To LET You 
GET OUT OF THIS 
UNSCATHED. 


MAN-STANDING 
AFFAIR? 


RONIN CAN 
BE THE LAST 
ONE STANDING 


SAVEITFOR Woy : (WITH Me. 
THE VOID. 


FIND ME IN 
THE VOID AND 
WE'LL SEE WHO'S 
THE LAST ONE 
STANDING. 


WE FIGHT 
EACH OTHER? WE DO 
WHATEVER 
IT TAKES To 
SURVIVE. 


WHO 
YOu HEAR 

sean ee, 
TRAITOR? NO ONE 


IS HE EVEN \ a 
STILL ALINE? 


THAT MEANS 
THE MOMENT 
You STEP INTO 
THE VOID... 


DECIDED To 
ABANDON HIM. 


\OsS 


WELCOME To 
YOUR FINAL DAYS 
OF TESTING. 


\Obl 


YOUR 
ABILITIES HAVE 
BROUGHT You 

THIS FAR. 


BUT IT WILL 
TAKE MORE THAN 
TALENT To SUCCEED 


AT THE ACADEMY. AQ 


4 IT WILL ALSO 

REQUIRE SACRIFICE AND 
A DETERMINATION To 
SUCCEED AT ANY COST. 


SHOW US WEAKNESS 
OR MERCY, AND YOu 
WILL FIND A PERMANENT 
PLACE IN THE GARDEN OF 
THE KEEPERS. 


SHOW US YOUR 
STRENGTH, AND WE 
WILL MAKE You 


\Oo? 


GOOD LUCK, \~ 
KEEPERS. 


WE'RE 
ENTERING 
THE VOID! 


Wee a 


_ 


By GET DOWN! 


A GROUL. 


THEY WERE 
USED BY THE 
OLD COUNCILS 
TO GUARD THEIR 
MOST VALUABLE 
TREASURES. 


| DIDN'T 
REALIZE THEY 
STILL EXISTED. 


WHAT ARE 
THEY GUARDING 
HERE? 


COME ON, 


WE BETTER 
GO FIND THE 


| GUESS | 
DIDN'T TELL 
| |! THe THE 

- HOLE 
'D RATHER }/ 

NOT, IF You ieee 

KNOW WHAT | | DIDN'T 
SY TEU THEM 


WHAT IT 
WOULD BE 
LIKE HERE. 


WHAT WERE 
THEY EXPECTING? 


NOT EVERYONE 
IS AS RESILIENT 
AS YOU ARE, 
EMILY. 
THEY AREN'T 
AS WILLING To 
FACE DIFFICULT 
CHALLENGES. 
IT’S WHAT 


MAKES YOu 
SPECIAL. 


WB 


WELL, THE ONE 
THING | LEARNED ABOUT 
DIFFICULT CHALLENGES 

IS THAT YOU DON’T WANT 
To FACE THEM ALONE. 


WE'RE GOING To 
NEED THE OTHERS’ 
HELP WHETHER YOu 
LIKE IT OR NOT. 


AND DON’T 
FLATTER ME. 


IT MAKES ME 
FEEL WEIRD. 


-- YOURE NOT 
SUPPOSED To 
BLEED IN THE 

VOID. 


MAYBE IT’S 
PART OF THE 
TEST? | KNOW THIS 
PLACE. 


SOMETHING'S 
NOT RIGHT. 


IVE BEEN 
HERE BEFORE. 


YM CERTAIN ) | 


OF IT. ‘ 


WALK AWAY, 
ZAREN! 


YOu DON'T 
HAVE To DO WE CAN BOTH 
THIS. LIVE To FIGHT A 
LITTLE LONGER. 


WHY DELAY 
THE INEVITABLE, 
PIERCE? 


LET'S FINISH 
, THIS. 


RIGHT HERE. \ 
RIGHT Now. 7 


UV STOP THEM FROM 
s\ KILLING EACH 


é 


To FIND A WAY 
QUT OF THIS! 


FINISH EACH 
OTHER OFF, 


HAVE To. 


WW? 


WHAT PART OF 
THIS IS “SURVIVAL OF THE 
NONE OF YOUR ~~ FITTEST” DO You 
BUSINESS! a S NOT UNDERSTAND? 


do 
SOMETHING! 


SHE'S -- 
SHE'S Too 
STRONG. 


YOU'RE 
USELESS! 


I'M SORRY! 


vAl 
NOW APOLOGIZE SORR 
To MY FRIENDS. 


\\S 


NICE GOING, 
HAYES! 


NOW FOR 
| SOME UNFINISHED 
BUSINESS. 


IT’S ALITTLE 
LATE FOR THAT, 
GRIFFIN. 


LISTENING To 
ies y YOU'S WHAT 
Lape GOT US HERE BUTIMON 
eS IN THE FIRST YOUR SIDE! 
To Me! 


You DON’T 
KNOW WHAT 
THIS WEASEL IS 
CAPABLE OF. 


HE LIED Ess BUT WE’RE NOT 
TO US AND LEFT IN THE VOID. 
US FOR DEAD. 


THAT'S WHAT 
|WANTED To 
WE'RE LUCKY TELL You. 
HE GOT DROPPED ; 
IN THE VOID WITH 
US SO WE CAN GET 
OUR REVENGE. 


WE'RE IN THE 
CATACOMBS 
BENEATH CIELIS. 


IT’S A REAL 
PLACE, AND | 
KNOW HOW To 
GET US OUT 
OF HERE. 


WE DON'T 
BLEED IN THE 
VOID, RIGHT? 
BUT LOOK 
AT YOUR 
NOSE. 


1 DON'T KNOW 
WHAT GAME You’RE 
PLAYING, GRIFFIN, 


BUT I'D RATHER 

GET RID OF You 

BEFORE WE ALL 
FIND OUT. 


WE SHOULD 
GET To HIGH 


ti 
4 
| ayy 
yy 
\ = 
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WE CAN 
ESCAPE THROUGH 
THE DRAINPIPE! 


SEE You ON 
THE OTHER 


RIGHT BEHIND 
You. 


YOU DON’T 


TRUST ME? 


\30 


WHERE ARE 
WE, MAX? 


l THIS ISTHE 
CISTERN. 


IT’S WHERE 
THE CITY'S WATER 
SUPPLY COMES 
FROM. 


\3B2 


WHAT ABouT 
THE GROULS? 


WHY AREN'T 
THEY FOLLOWING 
US DOWN HERE? 


{  WEBESURE 
\ YOU'RE TELLING 


THE TRUTH? 
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"MONLY 
TRYING To 


DESIGNED YARBORO 
PENITENTIARY, BUT 
IT WAS ONLY APTER 
THE BUILDING WAS 
COMPLETE THAT 
| REALIZED | HAD 
MADE A MISTAKE. 


EVEN WHEN YOU 
DON’T KNOW WHAT 
YOURE DOING, YOU 

KIND OF 00, | 
GUESS. 


THANKS, 
MRS. PINE, FOR 
EVERYTHING. 


SIMPLE DESIGN 


FLAW THAT WOULD 
COMPROMISE THE 
INSTITUTION'S 


THAT'S THE ENTRY 
POINT. IT’S A GRATE 
WITH BLIND SPOTS ON 
ALL SIDES. 


NO ONE 
WILL SEE 
‘\. YOU THERE. 


DON'T You 
WORRY ABOUT 
IT. 


\3s 


NOW IMAGINE 
MY SURPRISE To 


THANK You, 
MA'AM. FORTHE WV 
LODGING, AS 


WE DON‘T 
HAVE MANY YOUNG 
FIGHTERS LEFT IN 

THIS TOWN, SO 


ANOTHER BATCH 
OF PRISONERS, AND 
NONE OF THEM LOOK 

LIKE CRIMINALS. 


== 


AT THIS RATE, © 
THE WHOLE CITY 
WILL BEUNDER [9 
ARRESTINA = f= 


BE PLANNING 
SOMETHING. 


LET'S MOVE 
BEFORE WE FIND 
OUT WHAT IT IS. 
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| THINK | 
FOUND THE 
GRATE! 
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THE GRATE 
LOOKS A LITTLE 


I'M LOOKING 
FOR ELVES, 


RIGHT? 


You'LL 
PROBABLY 
SMELL ’EM 

FIRST! 


A | WAS PUT IN 
jes | HAVEN‘T 


DONE ANYTHING | 


WRONG! 


| HEARD ABOUT 


TWO ELVES BEING 
HELD IN CELL 
BLOCK FOUR. 


BUT, ALY, WHY 
ARE YOU DEALING 
WITH ELVES? 


YOU MUSTN'T 
TRUST THEM! 


TRUST 
NO ONE! 


aay) 


BUT WE NEED 
TO FIND SOME 
FRIENDS WHO CAN 
HELP US. HAVE You 
SEEN ANY ELVES 
BEING BROUGHT 
IN HERE? 


THE PEOPLE OF 
CIELIS ARE STRICKEN 
WITH FEAR. 


IT CLOUDS THEIR 
JUDGMENT AND MAKES 
THEM DIFFICULT To 


THAT MEANS WE 
LEAVE THE OTHERS 
HERE UNTIL WE CAN 
RESOLVE THINGS WITH 
THE COUNCIL. 


UNDERSTAND? 


SO THINGS 
DIDN'T QUITE GO 
ACCORDING To 


THISCITYISAS 
CORRUPT ASMY = IE THIS WAS 
HOMELAND. — YouR LAST HOPE, 
'D SAY WE'RE ALL 3 THE GUARDIAN 
\ IN DEEP TROUBLE. COUNCIL HAS BEEN 
P COMPROMISED. 


IN ORDER 
| TO SET THINGS 
RIGHT, | WILL 
NEED YOUR 


NOW GET 
QUT OF 


YOU TRUST ME 
OVER YOUR OWN 
SUPERIORS. 


TRELLIS 
BELIEVES THE 
ELF KING HAS 


SOMETHING To 
DO WITH THIS. 


WE WERE 
SEPARATED ON 
THE LANDING DOCK, 
JUST AFTER WE 
LOST You. 


SHE'S AT 


THEACADEMY 


Now. 


LL GET You 
OUT OF HERE, 
» MOM. 


| PROMISE! 


YOUR DAUGHTER 
IS CONSORTING 
WITH ELVES!) 


LEAVE ME NO 
CHOICE. 


| HATE To DO 
THIS To You, 


IF WE KNOCK 
OUT THE CAPTAIN, 
WE MIGHT HAVE 


HOW ABOUT | AGA / 
THIS TIME YOU \ | c 


i a 
4 


«< 2; 


\s\ 


WHAT DO You 


PROPOSE WE DO 


| DON’T THINK 
WE'RE GOING To 

KICK OUR WAY 

OUT OF THIS. 


\sz 


HE TURNED 
To STONE! 


WE'LL HAVE 


A | ¥ | 
3 


\sd 


\s4u 


\ss 


You SHOULD 

HAVE SEEN THIS 
| COMINGFROMA 
at MILE AWAY. 
= ? ONE OF THE 


OLDEST TRICKS 
IN THE BOOK. 


\Sb 


THIS IS THE WORK 
OF A VERY POWERFUL 
| AND GIFTED STONE- 
LN KEEPER, 


THE STONEKEEPER 
HAS MANAGED To USE 
HIS OR HER STONE To 

ANIMATE THESE STONE 
STATUES AND GIVE THE 
ILLUSION THAT THEY 
ARE ALIVE. 


THIS IS ONE OF 

THE MOST THOROUGH }# 

ILLUSIONS THAVE = f= 
SEEN. 


THE ILLUSION’S 
STRENGTH DEPENDS 


THOROUGH, THEN 
ON BOTH THE SKILL 
WHY DID THE STATUES AND THE PROXIMITY 


a Lilt ‘ BS | OF THE KEEPER WHO ) = 
— CASTS IT. AA 


ITS LIKELY 
=| THE STONEKEEPER | 
‘\ IS FARAWAY 


IF IT WAS SO 


a 


Ne 


\$? 


SILAS USED To 

SAY THAT HIS DISTANCE 

SPELLS RARELY WORKED UNDERGROUND. 
WHILE HE WAS | 
UNDERGROUND. 


OF COURSE. 


WHERE DID 
YOU SAY EMILY 
a TE 
\ ie 


= Tee ») 
| )\ 
alll) 


LET'S 
WE MUST 
GET To EMILY, y ON GO! WE HAVE 
QUICKLY. 7 NO TIME To 


\s% 


CECIL, 


WHY DO THE 
STATUES TAKE 


THE POWER To 
RE-ANIMATE IS ONE 
OF THE DARKEST 


THE FORM OF je SA Fons oF Magic 
THE DECEASED? / 9 Dy THERE'S. : 


A LARGE AMOUNT 
OF NEGATIVE ENERGY 
IS REQUIRED To KEEP 
THE ILLUSION ALIVE. 


THE IMAGE OF DEATH 
TRIGGERS THE 
DARKEST THOUGHTS IN 
A PERSON’S MIND, AND 
THE ILLUSION CAN FEED 
OFF THE FEAR AND 
SADNESS CREATED. 


SIMPLY PUT, THE 
ILLUSIONS OF THE DEAD 
ARE STRONGER. 


THEN WHOEVER 
IS CREATING THESE 
ILLUSIONS MUST NOT 
CARE VERY MuCH 
ABOUT OTHER 


UNFORTUNATELY, \ 
© THAT IS THE MARK OF 
‘\ MANY POWERFUL 


»  STONEKEEPERS. 
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IT’S AN OLD 
CIELAN CHILDREN’S 
GAME. 


TWO PLAYERS 
FOLLOW THE SAME PATH 
SIMULTANEOUSLY. 


ONE PLAYER WHAT HAPPENS 
TAKES THE LIGHT IF YOU STEP ON THE 
PATH, AND THE OTHER WRONG TILE? 
ONE TAKES THE DARK. 


IT MUST BE 
THE KEY To 
OPENING THAT 
DOOR. 


AND HOW 00 
WE KNOW THE 
PROPER ORDER? 


APPARENTLY. 


THE MARKINGS 
ON THE TILES ARE 
FROM THE OLD 
CIELAN NUMBER 
SYSTEM. 


IT IS SIMPLY 
TELLING US THE 
CORRECT SEQUENCE 
OF TILES. 


THIS DOESN'T 
LOOK LIKE A 
PUZZLE AT 

ALL. 


THEN THE 
CHALLENGE 
MUST BE To SEE 
IF WE CAN WORK 
TOGETHER. 


| FEEL LIKE 
| JUST SHOWED 
UP To A FINAL 
EXAM | DIDN'T 
STUDY FOR. 


THEY DON'T 
BELIEVE WE CAN 
WORK TOGETHER. 


THEY THINK 
WE WOULD RATHER 
DESTROY EACH OTHER 
FOR A SPOT ON THE 
COUNCIL. 


WANT To REGAIN 

OUR TRUST? YOU 

CAN START RIGHT 
HERE. 


You OWE THIS 
TOUS. 


WE'LL BE 
HERE TO GUIDE 
YOU THROUGH. 


1 DON’T KNOW 
ABOUT YOU GUYS, 
BUT | JUST WANT 

TO GO HOME. 


PIERCE, 
FOLLOW MAX. 


EMILY, 
YOU'RE WITH 


WATCH EVERY 
STEP | TAKE AND 
FOLLOW MY 
EVERY MOVE. 


RONIN, THE TILE 
YOU'RE STANDING 
ON... 


» IT’S NOT 
LIGHTING 
uP. 


THIS IS NOT 
THE TIME To 
HESITATE. 


ALL OUR LIVES 
HANG IN THE 
BALANCE! 


BUT THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
WRONG, MAX. 


1 CAN 
SENSE 
IT. 


IF YOU MAKE 
ONE FALSE MOVE, 
WE ALL DIE. 


WE NEED To 
TRUST EACH 
OTHER AND STAY 
FOCUSED. 


BEFORE | ARRIVED 
IN CIELIS, MY STONE 


TOLD ME ABOUT THIS 
HALLWAY. 


IT WARNED 
ME ABOUT WALKING 
THROUGH IT. 


DID IT TELL 
YOU WHAT YOu 
MIGHT FIND 
AT THE END? 


AND You 
TRUST THE 
VOICE MORE 

THAN US? 


THAT'S WHY 
WE HAVE To STICK 
TOGETHER. 


THERE AREN'T 
MANY PEOPLE WHO 
CAN UNDERSTAND 
WHAT IT’S LIKE To 
BE A STONEKEEPER. 


To TURN 
AROUND! 


. 


— 
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THIS IS WHAT 
REMAINS OF THE 
MOTHER STONE! 


Do You HAVE 
ANY IDEA WHAT 
THIS IS, EMILY? 


IT 1S WHERE 
YOU AND | WERE 
TRULY BORN. 


AND IT CONTAINS stearic 
ENOUGH ENERGY 
To CREATE A NEW OF ALLEDIA NoW 
GUARDIAN COUNCIL. RESTS IN OUR 
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WHAT HAVE 
YOu DONE To 
THE OTHERS?! 


\2? 


IT'S JUST 
YOU AND ME. 


EVERYTHING 
WAS A LIE. 


| NEEDED 
YOUR HELP To 
GET INSIDE THIS 

VAULT. 


IT TAKES TWO 
STONES FROM THE 
GUARDIAN COUNCIL 

TO GAIN ACCESS. 


PUT THE 
STONE BACK 
OR I'LL HAVE 

NO CHOICE 
BUT To HURT 
you! 


THE GREATEST 
STONEKEEPERS IN 
HISTORY, WHEN 
FACED WITH SUCH 
SITUATIONS... 


..- MANAGED To 
TURN OFF THEIR 
EMOTIONS. 


THIS ALLOWED 


THEM To MAKE THE 
BEST POSSIBLE 
DECISIONS UNDER 
GREAT PRESSURE. 


IT WAS THE 
MARK OF AN 
IRON WILL. 


SOMETHING 
REQUIRED IN ALL 
OUR GREAT 
LEADERS. 


\B0 


THE GUARDS 
HAVE BEEN ORDERED 
To KILL YOUR FAMILY 
IF You TRY AND 
ATTACK ME. 


You CAN TRY \e 
To STOP ME 
WHILE YOUR 
FAMILY IS 
EXECUTED -- 


How 00! 


-- AND | : KNoW you’LL 
| 7 SPARETHEIR \ KEEP Your 
MEWALKQUT “\ LINES. 
ME WALK OUT .. 
OF HERE -- . 


\S\ 


You’el JUST 
HAVE To TRUST 
ME. 


SOMETHING 
YOUVE HAD No 
PROBLEM DOING 


\-ye 


DISAPPOINTED, 
EMILY. 
IT APPEARS 
YOu DO NOT HAVE 
WHAT IT TAKES 
TO BE ON THE 
NEW COUNCIL. 


SOMEDAY YOU 
WILL LEARN To 
MAKE SACRIFICES 
FOR THE GREATER | 


IM GOING 
To FIND You, 
MAX. 


*  ANDIM 
S| GOING To TAKE 
»~ YOU DOWN. 


\B3 


x 
¥ BS 
ZzO 
Saw 
F8s 

ray 


eae THEY USED A 
THEY BROUGHT THING CALLED 


YOU DOWN HERE hed 
“| AtRanspore, 
sbilaed ad JUST BEYOND THE 


HEXAGON FIELD. 
rue 


HAVE LISTENED 
To You ABOUT 
THIS PLACE. 


TO STAY FOCUSED 
ON HOW TO SET 
THINGS RIGHT. 


\ss 


HAVE THEM 
=| MEETUSIN 
=-\ FRONT OF THE 

ACADEMY 


B: 


Vea 


Sig 7 
Be tid 
SS — 


\B? 


You’. HAVE 
To DO BETTER 

THAN THAT, 
OLDMAN! , 
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THE GHOST 
OF AN OLD 
FRIEND. 


DID You 
GET THE 
STONE? 


ALMOST To THE KING 
EASY. WILL BE VERY 


\B4 


WHAT WILL | FIND 
AT THE END? 


IT’S BETTER THAT 
You DO NOT KNOW. 


I'M YOUNG, BUT 
THAT DOESN‘T MEAN 
DONT KNOW WHAT 

I'M DOING. 


WHY KEEP 
SECRETS FROM 


WHEN YOU BEGIN To 
REALIZE THE TRUE WEIGHT 
OF YOUR ACTIONS... 


es 4 


WE), 


-- TOU WILL AWAKEN 


To BECOME THE 
PERSON THIS WORLD 
NEEDS YOU To BE. 


— 


ese: 


oh 


MISKIT! youre a; 
Ye ALIVE! a 
&. 


—~ar \ ; 
\, by — 
$ ple 
AND WHO IS \ 
THIS LITTLE s 
Guy? : u 
“ J | 
, f 4 
a, 


‘ 
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THE MOTHER 
STONE... 


| FAILED 
EVERYONE. 


YOU WON‘T 
KNOW THE MEANING 
OF SUCCESS WITHOUT 

KNOWING HOW IT 
FEELS To FAIL. 


HOW YOu 
RECOVER FROM 
THESE TRIALS IS 
WHAT REALLY 
MATTERS. 


THE ELF 
KING HAS NOW 


BECOME MORE 
POWERFUL THAN 
EVER BEFORE. 


WE'LL NEED 
To PREPARE FOR 
A LONG BATTLE 
AHEAD. 


WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING? 


BY steeute We 
DY rorroun Ve 
DA sToneKEEPERS. J 


aea@aana 
£2 |e igi 


VERY FEW OF 
US LEFT, To 


BE SURE. 


Do You MEAN a 
STONEKEEPERS? J <8 ee ad IF MAX IS WORKING 
aa | e WITH THE ELF KING, 
HE CAN GRANT THE 
ELVES ACCESS To THE 
MOTHER STONE. 


THEY'LL BE 
ABLE To CREATE 
A NEW COUNCIL 

UNDER THEIR 

CONTROL. 


WE ARE THE 
BUT WE'RE a LAST GUARDIAN 
THE LAST ONES COUNCIL. 
ON OUR SIDE. 


BACK AT THE 
ACADEMY, ‘YOU 
ENCOUNTERED THE 
LIKENESSES OF 
SEVERAL YOUNG 
STONEKEEPERS. 


AMONG THEM 
WERE STUDENTS OF 
MINE, FROM MANY 
YEARS AGO. 


WAS MY BEST 
STUDENT. 


SHE WAS THE 
YOUNGEST STONE- 
KEEPER To BE OFFERED 
A PLACE ON THE 
GUARDIAN COUNCIL. 


, SHE CHOSE NOT To JOIN 
-f THE COUNCIL, CLAIMING THAT 
THE RESPONSIBILITY WAS Too 
GREAT FOR A PERSON 
HER AGE. 


RONIN WOULD HAVE 
JOINED A COUNCIL WITH 
SEVERAL OTHER POWERFUL 
STONEKEEPERS... 


BUT You’LL BE 
JOINED BY AN OLD MAN 
FAR PAST HIS PRIME, AND 
WE'LL BE UP AGAINST 
AVERY POWERFUL 

ENEMY. 


ARE YOU SURE 
YOU'RE READY FOR 
THIS KIND OF 
RESPONSIBILITY? 


THE DIFFERENCE 

BETWEEN HER AND 
ME IS THAT SHE FELT 
SHE HAD A CHOICE. 


I MAY NOT 


BE AS CLEVER 
AS MAX, 


ORAS 
SKILLED AS 
RONIN... 
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.»-BUT DON'T 
ASK ME IF I'M 
READY. 


BECAUSE 
NO MATTER WHAT 
HAPPENS, I'LL HAVE 
To CE. 
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MAP 
or CIELIS 


1. ZEPPELIN KEEP 6. SHIPBUILDER'’S MARKET 
2. GARDEN OF KEEPERS 7. AIRSHIP DOCKS 
3. GUARDIAN CASTLE 8. NIMBUS SQUARE 


4, COUNCIL CHAMBER 9. CIELAN SPAN 
5. YARBORO PRISON 10. WATERFALL CORRIDOR 


CATACOMBS 
or CIELIS 


. MOTHER STONE CHAMBER _ 8. TRANSPORE 

. STONECUTTER ALCOVE 9. ALTO CISTERN 

. GUARDIAN TOMB 10. NIMBUS CISTERN 

. STRATUS CISTERN 11. ROBOT MINES 

. HEXAGON FIELD 12. COLOSSUS WORKSHOP 
. STONEKEEPER CATHEDRAL 13. TRANSPORE 

. COLOSSAL HALLS 14. CRYSTAL GROTTO 


A FALLEN CITY WHERE 
TERRIBLE SECRETS ARE REVEALED... 


Emily and her friends think they’ll find the help they need 
in Cielis, but something isn’t right. Streets that were once busy 
are deserted, and the townspeople who are left live in fear. 
Emily is soon escorted to the Academy, where she’s expected to | 
compete for a spot on the Guardian Council, a group of the rae 
most powerful Stonekeepers. But as the number of competitors 4 
gets smaller and smaller, an awful secret is slowly uncovered — 

a secret that, if left buried, means the certain destruction of 

everything Emily fights for. 
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“Five — no, three pages into Amulet and you'll ‘MESCHOLASTIC 


be hooked.” www.scholastic.com 
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“Stellar artwork, imaginative character design, 
moody color and consistent pacing.” 


Publishers Weekly 


“A must for all fantasy fans.” 
Kirkus Reviews 
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